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Sutherlin Water Control District 
Board of Directors  

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 
District Office – 7 pm 

 
Flag Salute: 
 
Oaths of Office:  President Tom Patoine swore in the newly elected directors and re-elected directors: 
Tom Patoine, Jess Terrel, Arika Tenbrook, Carol Swesso, Adam Sarnoski, and Richard Vander Velden.  
 
President’s Statement:  President Patoine asked for conflicts of interest w/agenda items. (None 
Presented). 
 
Roll Call:  Present: Directors Robin Braun, Tom Patoine, Jess Terrel, Jim Allen, Carol Swesso, Arika 
Tenbrook, Frank Egbert, Adam Sarnoski, and Richard Vander Velden.  
 
Staff:  Manager Robert Rippy and Recording Secretary Laci Smith. 
 
Audience: None. 
 
Approval of Minutes:   
MOTION by Director Terrel, second by Director Vander Velden to approve the minutes of the June 25, 
2025, Board Meeting as amended.  
Discussion:  None 
In Favor:  Directors Braun, Patoine, Terrel, Allen, Swesso, Tenbrook, Egbert, Sarnoski, and Vander 
Velden.  
Opposed: None  
Abstain: None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Business From Manager: 
Board Appointments:  
MOTION by Director Terrel, second by Director Egbert to keep the current Board President, Board Vice 
President, and Budget Officer for the 2025-2026 fiscal year.   
Discussion:  None 
In Favor:  Directors Braun, Patoine, Terrel, Allen, Swesso, Tenbrook, Egbert, Sarnoski, and Vander 
Velden. 
Opposed: None  
Abstain: None 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Cooper Creek Update:  
 
Plat I Update: Irrigation is working as it should be, with the restart switches that will not hammer the 
system. It has been tested by Douglas Electric. We need to do something for erosion control at Plat I. We 
have received a quote from Basco Logging about interlocking concrete blocks measuring 2x2x4 feet 
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each. Each block would cost $210, and we would need 54 blocks, so it would cost a total of $11,340. 
Director Patoine asked if it could be done over a 2-year period, which would be fine. Director Braun 
recommended contacting Knife River and Umpqua Sand and Gravel for additional bids. Manger will 
report back next month.  
 
User Fees: It was previously mentioned last month to look into increasing the $75/per event fee for 
using the facilities at Plat I. Should we increase the fee? Leave it the same? Charge for other events? 
Manager will contact SDAO and find out more information regarding if recreational immunity would be 
effected by this.  
 
Beaver Issue: The beaver trapper is donation only.  
MOTION by Director Vander Velden, second by Director Braun to approve Manger to proceed with 
paying $25 to set up traps, $50 per beaver, and $35 per nutria, until Manger deems in necessary.   
Discussion:  None 
In Favor:  Directors Braun, Patoine, Terrel, Allen, Swesso, Egbert, Sarnoski, and Vander Velden. 
Opposed: None  
Abstain: Director Tenbrook. 
Motion carried. 
 
Pond Leveler: The pond leveler install fee of $4,850 would be waived, but a $138/per month user fee 
would be charged to our credit card automatically. 
 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality: 
 
Business from Audience: None.  
 
Next Meeting:  
Budget Meeting – August 27, 2025 – 7PM 
 
Business from Directors: Director Swesso asked if the City had enough water to supply all of the new 
buildings being built around town. According to the Watermaster, they have not gone over their 
allotment and have their Calapooia plant up and running again. Director Tenbrook asked what were 
done with beavers after they were trapped, and if they were given to/or offered to the Tribe. Manager 
will find out from the trapper. 
 
Adjournment: There being no further business meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
 
Approved: ______________________________  ______________________________      
  Robert Rippy, District Manager   Tom Patoine, Board President 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     ______________________________ 
        Laci Smith, Recording Secretary 


